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1. Prologue:
  “The time will come when men such as I 

will look upon the murder of animals as 
they now look on the murder of men.” 

—Leonardo da Vinci
This famous quote from Leonardo da 

Vinci perfectly reflects the current state of 
animals in our current society. Furthermore, 
it is a very typical situation of untold atroci-
ties along with a major concern that can be 
primarily related to the welfare of animals. 
There is a situation in today’s state of affairs 
that sketches the science behind animal wel-
fare as a major objective in terms of its sci-
entific and ethical relevance. Wherein, we see 
that the scientific relevance deals with various 
reports we come across in various hypotheti-
cal programs, scientific papers and research 
outcomes. On the contrary, there is the more 
specified subject of ethical practices in relation 
to animals which tend to mainly focus on the 
treatment of animals and the degree of cru-
elty, associated with them. Then again, ani-
mal protection in the global society and local 
boundaries remains to be always evolving in 
terms of fruition of a higher grade of stringent 
laws and regulations, capped with corporate 
policies revolving around animal protection 
and most importantly trade agreements, both 
multi and bi-lateral which aim towards formu-
lating policies specifically shielding animals 
from an ever-growing savage human society.

Moreover, this being said, there has been 
an emerging trend whereby a changing social 
attitude towards the well-being of these ma-
jestic creatures is changing rapidly and there 
is a greater sense of responsibility within the 
attitude of humanity in perseverance and care 
which highlights a positive change. More so, 
this change can be identified through the 

change of trend in terms of the use of animals 
in more traditional practices in the spheres of 
agriculture, comradeship, research, recreation 
and also as coaching tools. 

Now at first, introducing the phenomenon 
of Euthanasia creating a ripple in the lives of 
animals is a process which under the guide-
lines established in this field can be defined 
as the process of what happens to an animal 
at time of death. In addition, this inhumane 
process is used repeatedly for the ruthless 
slaughter and for de congestion of animal 
population. Besides this, if we look for a legal 
approach of Euthanasia in animals then most 
of the times it chiefly is subject to the pro-
fessional opinion of veterinarians. In recent 
times, there is also emergence of the concept 
of Pre-Euthanasia which principally involves 
scientific techniques of sedition and numerous 
other animal handling practices.

Thus, through this article the academicians 
will aim at sketching a clear understanding 
of the various aspects of Euthanasia in the 
stance of animals and what are the prevalent 
laws and practices dealing in the regulation 
of this phenomenon.

2. Euthanasia & Veterinarian 
Medical Morals

Generally, veterinarians are well informed 
and educated in the entire process of public 
homily which in turn relate to the welfare of 
the animals in terms of their scientific and 
ethical relevance. Veterinarians generally 
specialize in the entire process of Euthanasia 
(end of life issues) in terms of guidance and 
superior professional knowledge in terms of 
yielding their specialized expertise in deter-
mining the allowance of this entire process 
for in terms of granting specific permission to 
undergo the procedure of Euthanasia.
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Furthermore, based on the general guide-
lines veterinarians are the only professionals 
whose expert opinions matter in terms of any 
grant for the process of Euthanasia for any 
said animal and it is only their opinion that 
can push through this very complex process. 
Moreover, for veterinarian is it almost a com-
pulsory process for that of providing their ex-
pert opinions for this said process as it would 
go against their ethical practices since it would 
violate the oaths they as veterinarians have 
taken to protect and persevere animals. 

There are certain conditions under 
which veterinarians may endow approval for 
Euthanasia amongst animals. At first, we 
look at the quality of life that is being led by 
the particular animal at the moment and the 
quality of life of an animal can be judged on 
grounds of its present caretaking level or in 
its level of impoverishment. Secondly, there is 
the scenario of the state of an animal in its 
anti-mortem period and its chances of making 
it through and its probability of life after the 
conclusion of such a period. Finally, we can 
throw light upon the factor of an animal miti-
gating through the process of Euthanasia i.e. 
any given animal would have its pain relieved 
by undergoing the process of Euthanasia, in-
stead of its problems taking its natural course. 
Followingly, these aforementioned processes 
are taken up in light where Euthanasia of 
animals is taken up in situations population 
restriction and food processes. But we must 
always keep in mind for any of the said situ-
ation to occur, there is a need for the expert 
skills and grant of consent by any authorized 
and competent veterinarian. 

Thus, we also divergently see that the 
process of Euthanasia is also absolutely nec-
essary in some situations where there must 
be attempt made for the control of diseases 
or animals being used for research purposes 
with the ulterior motive of scientific advance-
ment. In conclusion, we see that the process 
of Euthanasia is a complex one but the cer-
tain factor in it is the unrelenting factor of 
the expertise and courage of veterinarian go 

recommend the commission of this dire need 
of a process that ultimately ends lives.

3. Assessing Approaches for 
Euthanasia:

Euthanasia as a process in terms of a gen-
eral perception is far from perfect. It is ulti-
mately a procedure that ends lives and thus 
brings about a shroud over the thinking of a 
rationale man regarding this entire phenome-
non. Then again, we have already established 
through this article that it is a necessary evil 
sometimes though most of the times it lacks 
the desired execution and result.

Furthermore, Euthanasia in animals can 
go through various different streams but not 
all of these procedures are acceptable. More 
so, sometimes it is acceptable, other times it 
is acceptable but on fulfillment of certain con-
ditions and there are also situations where it 
is completely unacceptable. Then again, the 
deterrents in deciding the degree on the level 
of acceptance mostly depends on the factors 
of the safety of the procedure and also the 
need of the same. The safety of the procedure 
is mainly restricted to the skill of the prac-
titioner who would be undertaking the entire 
process of Euthanasia. On the other hand, the 
need of this process is to be identified under 
the lines of why is being undertaken and thus 
in turn it would determine the requirement of 
the whole technique.

In addition, the whole process of Euthanasia 
must be in accordance with the local munici-
pal laws in place for the regulation of this 
practice. These laws differ from state to state 
and its nature and extent would accordingly 
vary based on its social and legal acceptance. 
Then again, the academicians in this article 
will later draw an Indian and Global per-
spective with regard to the existing laws on 
Euthanasia for animals.

Therefore, to sum it up, we can conclude 
by saying that the approached for assessing 
Euthanasia would strictly depend factors that 
would include the conscience of a particu-
lar animal, it undergoing pain, its levels of 
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stress, its recent behavior, probability of its 
death and the disposal of its remains. These 
are more or less the main factors responsible 
for assessment of grant of Euthanasia to an 
animal by the appropriate practitioner.

4. Methods of Euthanasia
There are different techniques that are 

taken up to deal with Euthanasia amongst 
animals and different techniques on how to 
administer them. The most common technique 
used is through the inhalation of gases or 
various other kinds of toxic vapors. The aer-
ated contaminants work with the body of an 
animal and react with their blood thus giv-
ing in and uprising it with a clear indictor 
of “Passive Euthanasia”. Furthermore, these 
administrations are mainly done in gas cham-
bers and even more domestic outlets such as 
in-home cages. These air contaminants cause 
specific levels of distress on reaction with spe-
cific animals which is in conformity with the 
different levels of distress an animal feels to 
a particular air component. Also, some of the 
main agents that deal in the administration 
of Euthanasia amongst animals are carbon-
monoxide, nitrogen, argon and carbon-dioxide. 
Moreover, these are the principal agents in 
dealing with the contribution of the entire pro-
cess of Euthanasia amongst animals.

On the contrary, if we look at physical 
techniques that are taken up while conduct-
ing Euthanasia amongst animals then these 
methods are primarily consisting of the wide 
array of processes that range from parental in-
jection, immersion and topical application. All 
these physical processes deal with injecting or 
absorption of various external bodies which 
slowly results in “Active Euthanasia” within 
animal of different spheres of the ecosystem.

Thus, on comparison of both these pro-
cesses of Active and Passive Euthanasia, we 
can observe that none of the procedure seems 
to be ideal and both seem to be spine chilling 
processes but yet are carried out on a daily 
basis across the globe both on legal and illegal 
lines, thereby raising a huge perspective on 
the entire human race.

5. Interface of Euthanasia for 
Animals in India

In a report by the World Association for 
Animal Health (OIE), animal welfare implies 
how a creature is adapting to the condition in 
which it lives. In addition, John Webster, an 
English philosopher, characterizes animal wel-
fare by upholding three positive conditions i.e. 
living a distinctive life, being fit and upbeat.

In the recent trends in print media we 
see a strong trend towards adoption of ani-
mal Euthanasia in terms giving them respite 
from various situations in our society where 
humanity takes a dip towards a state of in-
humanity. Furthermore, in reasoning to the 
above contention, the academicians believe 
that each creature has the privilege to live. 
Moreover, it is a better option for these crea-
tures in question to give them a fair chance 
of leading a life with dignity. It is pitiful that 
individuals are inconsiderate to the point that 
they let go of their pets, which prompts over-
crowding at animal shelters. Willful extermi-
nation is not the answer for this issue. 

Other than open help structures, in ex-
cess of 2900 non-government associations 
are working in the field of Animal Welfare 
in India. A select number of these associa-
tions get open financing through establish-
ment like the Animal Welfare Board of India. 
The aggregate arrangement spending plan of 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change for plans under Animal Welfare part 
amid monetary year 14-15 was significant. 
A survey of yearly spending plan of the ser-
vice demonstrates that it has stay steady for 
most recent couple of years. With focus on 
open fund requirements, India is working to-
wards gathering for twelfth Five-year design 
(2012-2017) influenced proposals for institu-
tional instrument/to plan to pull in and ben-
eficially use assets from elements including 
corporate bodies and humanitarians, among 
others. According to newspaper article dated 
28th February’2014, Ministry of Corporate 
Affairs along with the Government of India 
in support of ‘Animal Welfare’, exercises 

Euthanasia for Animals: A Boon or Hindrance to Our Society



51

can get support of corporates who now need 
to make compulsory ventures on Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) according to ar-
rangement of the Companies Act, 2013. The 
Horticulture Skill Council of India has addi-
tionally recognized the need and interest for 
prepared staff to work in the creature welfare 
division and accordingly has been connecting 
with private associations to attempt profes-
sional aptitude programs in animal welfare 
sector. 

Furthermore, degree and limitations of 
Indian NGOs in the field of Animal Welfare 
developing open and private interest for scope 
of creature welfare administrations, sharpen-
ing of individuals when all is said in done for 
sympathy to creatures, likely duration of open 
subsidizing backing to NGOs under AWBI, 
money related changes and imaginative choic-
es for raising support including late positive 
arrangement changes to enlarge investment of 
private area in creature welfare exercises un-
der corporate social obligation structure and 
so forth shows monstrous extension for NGOs 
to embrace exercises in the field of Animal 
welfare. Collaborations with scratch witnesses 
demonstrates that the non-government crea-
ture welfare associations that are working at 
the state level are confronting issues like: in-
adequate gifted labor, poor veterinary medici-
nal services, poor venture administration and 
gathering pledges limitations.

Then again, to be specific in terms of actu-
al animal welfare interest in northeast India, 
survey of progressing ventures demonstrates 
that the NGOs inside the locale have just ir-
relevant measure of money related give dis-
charged by AWBI under different plans amid 
the year 2014-15. The speculation (Private 
and Public) on animal welfare inside the dis-
trict is generally low. The individuals from the 
board proposed for centered exertion towards 
sharpening of North-Eastern States on need 
of animal welfare exercises. 

Thus, we see that Euthanasia for animals 
within the national boundaries of India pres-
ents a very limited scope, wherein there is a 

strong presence of NGO’s and other private 
and very limited governmental organizations 
that in tandem work towards animal rights 
and justice for these voiceless creatures. With 
India lacking any real legislations in terms 
for creating a legal scope for the process of 
Euthanasia, this lack of a proper legal struc-
ture further fuels the debate on allowance of 
such a critical and inhumane arrangement of 
death.

6. Laws Governing Euthanasia: 
Local Perspective

In terms of a local outlook, the first ma-
jor breakthrough in terms introduction of 
Euthanasia as a concept was initiated when 
on 25th February 2014, a five-judge seat con-
stituted to provide another arrangement of 
rules on willful extermination passed a law. 
Followingly, this court order was followed up 
on a request of recorded by a NGO named 
Common Cause, which contended for the priv-
ilege to challenge the existing legal deterrents 
on Euthanasia with nobility. It was expressed 
that the method set in this decision did not 
follow Article 21 of the Constitution, as the 
privilege to life ensured by the Article did ex-
clude the privilege to pass on with nobility 
under the well-known tradition that must be 
adhered to. In spite of this, the Supreme Court 
of India authorized latent willful extermina-
tion in specific situations (as set out a method 
for its working, as is said hereinabove). 

Euthanasia as a method in the Indian le-
gal system would be carried out in which an 
animal is allowed to pass on by a think with-
drawal of life maintaining treatment, keep-
ing in mind the end goal to instigate demise. 
Fundamentally, the act of inactive killing is 
directed by methods for a persistent disregard 
to maintain life. This enables the hand of na-
ture to follow through to its logical end and 
enable the body to accomplish a last stop, as 
it is essential in that particular time. 

Further boosting the claim of Euthanasia 
and its presence at the federal level, the 
Constitution of India Provides Animal 
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Protection by Article 51 guaranteeing sym-
pathy to every single living creature. India 
has made legitimate arrangement to help 
animal welfare including control and super-
vision of experimentation on different species. 
We see that, the general society are involved 
in animal welfare exercises at national levels 
and they are administered under the animal 
welfare division of Ministry of Environment 
Forest and Climate Change. Furthermore, 
the Animal Welfare Board of India (AWBI) 
is a pinnacle national organization in such 
manner. As of late, Government of India has 
likewise perceived the need to confer instruc-
tion in the field of Animal welfare science in 
an expert way with an organized system. The 
National Institute of Animal Welfare (NIAW) 
in Ballabhgarh, Haryana was set up amid the 
year 2006 to address this issue. 

Also, at the state level, government is stat-
utorily required to set up and finance Society 
for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) in 
each area according to Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (Establishment and Regulation of 
Societies for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) 
Rules, 2001. These tenets were informed as 
required by sub-area (1) of segment 38 of the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960 
(59 of 1960). SPCAs are required to help the 
state government, Animal Welfare Board of 
India and nearby experts in implementing ar-
rangement of the above demonstration. The 
SPCAs can seize creatures; gather fines and 
handover wrongdoer of brutality to creatures 
to police. 

Thus we see that there is ray of hope in 
terms of the legislation that are available for 
the protection of animals and further increase 
in their scope of undertaking the process of 
Euthanasia, in these specific provisions that 
permits a dignified death to the needy animals 
who have been continuously ignored by the 
society and thus leading them to be in state 
of complete physical discomfort and therefore 
Euthanasia being the only solution for their 
unwanted suffering.

7. Conclusion and Suggestions
The basic rights of life in respect to ani-

mals is critical for a grant of the process of 
Euthanasia. Also, for guaranteeing an em-
pathetic and conscious result for such voice-
less creatures, for fortifying the human–ani-
mal bond, and for keeping up the notoriety 
of the calling the procedure of Euthanasia 
seems absolutely irreplaceable. Furthermore, 
understanding the idea of the bond between 
the animals and their guardians assumes the 
most imperative part in deciding the result for 
every animal proprietor. In a perfect world, 
animal Euthanasia incorporates a mutual and 
merciful energy about the circumstance, the 
alternatives, and the conceivable results of the 
decisions that are to be made. 

The idea reinforcing the human–animal 
bond has extraordinarily entangled the moral 
problem encompassing killing. Moreover. will-
ful extermination is a passionate, mental, and 
financial issue that each society must adapt 
with on a regular basis. Also, through this 
article we can emphasize on various moral 
basic leadership devices and deliberative sys-
tems that can enable them to better oversee 
end-of-life procedures along delivery of more 
ideal results. 

In the future we can see that the concept 
of Euthanasia really picking up a greater 
prominence in terms of wider knowledge and 
acceptability from the society as it is impor-
tant to understand that not only is it a pro-
cess of necessary termination of animals but 
also as the only process that would stand out 
in indirectly protecting the entire species of 
animals. In this regard we must also observe 
that there is a very fine line of difference with 
which we can distinguish the cases of general 
euthanasia from the ones in specific relation 
for forced or unwarranted Euthanasia of ani-
mals. It is to draw a line in accordance with 
this differentiation that it is of the utmost im-
portance that there is a legal framework in 
place, both in terms of the international and 
municipal laws of the global society.
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Then again, in terms of bring this entire 
process into the forefront we as a global au-
dience must understand the predicament of 
the animals and thus change our perspective 
regarding the Euthanasia of animals. That 
being said this would only be possible when 
there would a legal system that encompasses 
the need and importance of this process in 
changing the relinquishment of eventual loss 
of life and suffering of the animal kingdom. 
Also, not only the legality of our system, but 
the greatest challenge would be to change the 
outlook of the general public of them coming 
to the forefront and not only embracing this 
concept but also relating to it to ultimately 
administer this phenomenon to put it into best 
use in our society for generations to come.

Finally, the academicians share the point 
of view that Euthanasia for animals would 
be a boon for our society keeping in mind 
the constant growth and evolution in terms 
of protection of both animals and the human 
race but also must keep it from being a hin-
drance that in-turn would make the human 
race nothing short than being pure murderers. 
So, in conclusion, the academicians would also 
like to quote that “people being more sensitive 
towards the situation of animal euthanasia 
is a necessity rather than keeping an animal 
in such a vegetative state which would take 
away their dignity and we as humans become 
nothing more than puppets in this ever-grow-
ing world of monsters”.
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